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REVEREND TOM GREY, NATI ONAL COALI TI ON AGAI NST LEGALI ZED GAMBLI NG

CHAI RVAN  JAMES: Now, let nme welcone Reverend Tom
Gey of the National Coalition Against Legalized Ganbling.
Reverend G ey.

REV. CREY: Yes, Chair person, | have -- it's very
good to have you in Chicago and |I'm rem nded Conm ssioner Lanni
and | net | think in 1992 at the Harold Washington Library when
the Chicago casino proposal was being discussed and it sort of
strikes me that the odds of us being here with no casinos in
Chi cago probably rival the Powerball odds.

Wth that in mnd, what I'd like to suggest is the
map. We'll be focusing on the Mdwest, but map that | share with
you is the 37 states that have said no to ganbling expansi on and
only four states saying yes since 1994. \What | want to do is say
that while Doug Seay and also MKke, your analysis is so
di spassi onate because this has been a real battle field. By
di spassionate, it sounds so sinple. It just cane into the
Mdwest and it just sort of died here without any real struggle
or regulated into this that no one tried to go further.

I|'"'m here to tell you that this has been a battle
field and it's been fought by people. | happen to believe Peter
Arnett the great war correspondent said the truth of war is not
found in the briefing roonms, but on the battle field. | stand on
the shoulders of giants and | have fought side by side wth
fighters. I"'m going to share that tine wth people who have
fought this battle, because | think it wll serve you best to
hear Chicago, Illinois and Indiana as it unfol ded.
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Monsi gnor Jack Egan, June 1st, 1992 said, when the
Chi cago proposal was introduced, "a ganble we can't afford.” He
had 20 years of experience. He worked on the task force on
| egal i zed ganbling, sponsored by the Fund for the Cty of New
York in the 20th Century. |I'mgoing to ask Jack Egan to wel cone
you to Chicago, and then Anita Bedell from ILCAAP, Illinois
Church Action on Al cohol Problens, and then finally John WIf
from our group in |Indiana. You have bios on each and their
prepared remarks, and we'll stay within 15 m nutes.

CHAI RVAN  JANES: That was going to be ny coment,
Rev. G ey. ["'m happy to have you do with your tine whatever
you' d like as long as it's within that 15 mnute period. Thank

you.
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